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SUBJECT: Practice Policy Changes - N574, DSL 04, DSL 44, N410, DWC 01 and C650 

The Soil and Water Districts Commission at their September 12, 2018, meeting approved the 
following policy changes for the practices listed below. Some of the policy changes were based 
on recommendations from the current practices committee. 

N574 - Spring Development 
The Commission maintained the current policy of cost-sharing on 300 feet of pipe from 
the collection point to the outlet point. However, the Commission gave the Soil and 
Water Conservation Program (SWCP) staff the authority to review proposed sites on a 
case-by-case basis and approve cost-share exceeding 300 feet of pipe if the location 
waiTants the need for additional pipe to get to a stable outlet. During the discussion, the 
Commission indicated they wanted SWCP staff oversite of the practice to ensure all 
N574 practice policies are met. If a district has a site where more than 300 feet of pipe is 
planned, the district will need to save shapefiles of the practice showing the planned 
collection area, planned tank, and planned pipe on the district's T:\ drive when the 
contract is submitted for approval. 

N410-Drop Pipe 
The Commission changed policy to allow cost-share on both an elbow and weir box on 
the same contract if they are both technically necessary for the location. The approval of 
this policy change will reduce the need to do two contracts for two different practices 
when they are needed at the same location. 

DSL-04 - Terraces and DSL-44 - Terraces with Tile 
The Commission adopted policy to allow districts to pay on topsoiling on all soil types. 
The board needs to reevaluate a current policy or develop a policy on topsoiling, so it is 
clear what is allowed in each soil and water conservation district (SWCD). 
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The second change on the terrace practices was related to the farming over terraces. The 
Commission removed the reference to the Cherokee Prairie Region as the only area 
where farming is allowed over terraces. The new changes to the policy allows planting of 
crops over terraces in any field with a slope less than three percent, but other ground 
contact farming practices have to be on the contour with the terraces with the exception 
of some incidental crossing of the terraces such as planting end rows and point rows. 

DWC-01 - Water Impoundment Reservoir 
The Commission removed the restriction of not cost-sharing on structures over 25 feet in 
height with 50 acre feet of storage. With the level of approval for dam heights of 25 feet 
established in NRCS's policies, the Commission was comfortable with removing the 
height limitation. 

The Commission also reviewed the policy of not allowing cost-share on a structure that 
will be placed in an area where total tree canopy covers the proposed site. The 
Commission voted to maintain current policy. 

C650 - Streambank Stabilization Practice 
The Commission approved changing the practice maximum to $25,000 per landowner 
annually from the previous limit of $5,000 per landowner or farm. The technical 
determination and oversite of the practice was changed to include a SWCD engineer and 
Missouri Licensed Professional Engineer in addition to NRCS and MDC staff. The 
SWCD engineer is one of the two engineers that will be hired through the Boone and 
Cole SWCDs included in the NRCS Contribution Agreement with t4e Department. The 
Commission approved using a private engineer realizing that there may still be limited 
technical assistance available through the partners. If a landowner hires an engineer to 
design and oversee a project, cost-share assistance can be provided for the engineering 
assistance not to exceed $5,000. The component for the engineering services will be 
based on the number of hours the engineer works on the project. Any amount paid for 
engineering will be included in the $25,000 maximum. Attached is the policy showing 
the changes approved by the Commission. 

The policy changes made at the meeting are effective as of September 12, 2018. The Cost-Share 
Handbook will be updated with the changes and a new version placed on the SWCD Intranet. If 
you have any questions about these policy changes, please contact your district coordinator. 
Thank you. 

CM:jpd 

Attachment 






